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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Porthcawl  Urban  District. 

i 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  this,  my  first,  Annual  Report 
to  you  on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1941. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  popu- 
lation for  the  middle  of  the  year  is  10,250 — an  increase  of  936  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  While  this  has  to  be  accepted 
as  an  estimate  of  the  normal  inhabitants  in  this  area,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  population  actually  resident  is  far  in  excess  of 
previous  years. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  commenced  in  March,  has 
proceeded  steadily,  but  there  is  much  room  for  improvement, 
especially  among  children  under  five  years  old.  It  is  essential  that 
parents  of  these  young  children  should  have  them  immunised,  at 
least  before  they  attend  school,  if  the  scheme  for  immunisation  is 
to  be  successful. 

In  spite  of  war  conditions  there  was  no  serious  outbreak  of 
any  infectious  disease,  nor  was  there  any  evidence  of  a deterioration 
in  the  health  of  the  people. 

I wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
for  your  co-operation  and  help  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ETHEL  G.  DAVIES. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1941 


* 


Members  of  Public  Health  Committee  : 


Councillor  W.  T.  Burnell,  J.P.,  ( Chairman  of  the  Council) 
Councillor  E.  M.  Bowen  ( Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee ) 


Councillor  T.  H.  Austin 
Councillor  G.  Glenton 
Councillor  W.  E.  Jones 
Councillor  J.  Loughlin 
Councillor  J.  Phillips 
Councillor  E.  Thomas 


Councillor  R.  D.  Chalke,  M.A., 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health — 
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Sanitary  Inspector — 

R.  P.  Dicks,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.  (Whole-time). 

Health  Visitor — 

Nurs|  E-  Richards>  M.B.E.,  S.R.N.,  H.V.,  S.C.M.,  Medical, 
Surgical  Queens  Nurse  (Part-time). 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  ....  ....  3 737 

Estimated  Resident  Population  Middle  1941  10,250 

' Total  population  at  all  ages  6,447 

At  Census,  1931  ' No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  1,530 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  1,610 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books 

(end  of  1941)  2,370 

Rateable  Value  £62,363 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  £233 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

4 

The  physical  features  of  the  district  are  determined  by  the 
underlying  rocks,  viz : — Carboniferous  Limestone  and  Triassic 
conglomerates  and  marls,  which  occupy  the  whole  area,  though  in 
places  concealed  by  sand  and  marsh.  There  are  two  patches  of 
Carboniferous  Limestone,  one  roughly  enclosed  by  a line  drawn 
from  Sandy  Bay,  Nottage,  West  Road  to  the  sea,  the  other  forms 
the  whole  of  the  Down.  Between,  we  have  the  fertile  Triassic 
area  with  its  red  soil  stretching  from  Newton  to  Cornelly  ; good 
corn  land  with  its  various  marl  pits. 

Altitude— Sea  level,  rising  to  276  feet. 

Surrounding  Country — Hills,  moors,  woods,  etc. 

Porthcawl  being  a seaside  resort,  the  chief  occupation  of  the 
inhabitants  are,  normally,  the  keeping  of  hotels  and  boarding 
houses,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  necessary  social  services. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1941 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Year 

Population 
estimated 
middle  of 
each  year 

Net  Deaths  belox 

lging  to  District 

Ne 

t Births 

Under  1 year 

At  all  Ages 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

*1931 

6,210 

67 

1078 

1 

15-00 

70 

11-27 

1935 

6,430 

85 

1321 

3 

35-00 

84 

13  06 

1936 

6,585 

75 

1 1 -39 

3 

40-00 

97 

14-81 

1937 

6,693 

74 

11-06 

3 

40-00 

74 

1 1 -06 

1938 

6,752 

78 

11-5 

3 

38-00 

86 

12-72 

1939 

7,027 

106 

15-08 

3 

28-3 

92 

12-17 

1940 

9,314 

108 

11-60 

6 

53-0 

114 

12*20 

1 

1941 

10,250 

135 

13-2 

6 

44-00 

138 

13-5 

* Census  Figures. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1941. 


(After  correction  for  Inward  and  Outward 

M. 

Live  Births,  Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  63 

Live  Births,  Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  132 

Still  Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still  Births)  62 '5 

Deaths  ....  67 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  13-5 


Transfers). 

F.  T otal 

64  127 

5 8 


3 9 

71  138 


Deaths  and  Death-rates  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  ( Live  & Still)  Births 

0 000 

0 o-oo 


Total  ....  0 


0 00 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
l egitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


44 
46-5 
0 00 
21 
Nil 
Nil 
1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ^ 


Causes  of  Death 

All  causes  ....  ....  ....  

M. 

67 

F. 

71 

1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  .... 

— 

— 

2 Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 Whooping  Cough  ....  

— 

— 

5 Diphtheria  ....  

— 

— 

6 Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  .... 

5 

3 

7 Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

1 

3 

8 Syphilitic  Diseases  ....  

— 

— 

9 Influenza  ....  

— 

1 

10  Measles  ....  ,...  

— 

— 

11  Ac.  Polio-Mycl.  and  Polio-enceph 

— 

— 

12  Ac.  Inf.  Enceph. 

\ 

1 

13  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph.  (M)  Uterus  (F) 

1 

— 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

— 

3 

15  Cancer  of  Breast  ....  

— ■ 

2 

1G  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

9 

6 

17  Diabetes  

1 

1 

18  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

3 

7 

19  Heart  Disease  

18 

19 

20  Other  Dis.  of  Circ.  System  

2 

5 

21  Bronchitis  

1 

1 

22  Pneumonia 

1 

2 

23  Other  Resp.  Dis •• 

4 

— 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ....  « 

1 

— 

25  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

1 

— 

26  Appendicitis  

— 

— 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

2 

2 

28  Nephritis  

1 

— 

29  Puer.  and  Post.  Abort.  Sepsis  

— 

— 

30  Other  Maternal  Causes  

— 



31  Premature  Birth  

2 

— 

32  Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis 

— 

— 

33  Suicide  

— 

2 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents  

2 

— 

35  Other  Violent  Causes 

— 

1 

36  All  other  causes  

12 

12 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

All  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Work  is  carried  out  by  an 
arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Cardiff.  The  following  figures  show  the  number  and  nature  of 
specimens  examined  during  1941. 


Water  (Bacteriologically)  ....  ....  6 

Water  (Chemically)  ....  ....  ....  2 

Non-Designated  Milk  ....  ....  ....  11 

Designated  Milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Swabs — Diphtheria  ....  ....  ....  277 

Enteric  Group  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ....  ....  ....  5 


Ambulance  Facilities 

For  Infectious  cases  the  two  motor  ambulances  of  the  Cefn 
Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital  are  available. 

For  Non-Infectious  cases  and  accidents  one  motor  ambulance 
is  available  : the  vehicle  is  maintained  by  the  Council. 

In  both  instances  the  service  has  been  satisfactory. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  Requirements 
have  to  be  met  by  Nurses  in  private  practice  and  from  Nursing 
v^en  tr  es . 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  conducted  by  the 

?UJlCllr-JheAefhrlfe  held’  fortnightly  in  temporary  premises 
at  the  Girls  Club,  Lifeboat  Road,  Porthcawl. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  to  be  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  s room  at  the  Council  Offices,  which  does  not  lend  itself 
to  such  important  work. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic— Sessions  are  held  once  a fortnight  in 
temporary  premises  at  the  W.V.S.  Centre,  Dock  Street.  ' 
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The  Clinic  premises,  in  both  instances,  are  in  my  opinion  quite 
inadequate  ; the  structural  arrangements  leave  much  to  be  desired 
and  the  buildings  are  ill-equipped  with  the  necessary  conveniences 
for  enabling  the  work  to  be  carried  out  efficiently. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centres  is  definitely  on  the 
increase,  but  the  lack  of  suitable  premises  may  tend  to  retard  this 
progress. 

The  acquisition  of  suitable  premises,  properly  equipped,  would 
enable  these  clinics  to  be  accommodated  adequately  and  hygienically. 

School  Clinics  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Glamorgan 
Education  Authority. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — The  nearest  Dispensary  serving  this 
area  is  at  the  Old  Cottage  Hospital,  Bridgend. 

Venereal  Diseases. — The  Clinics  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  County  Public  Health  Authority,  and  the  nearest  treatment 
centre  is  situated  at  Port  Talbot. 


Hospitals  Available 

For  Smallpox,  the  Hospital  near  Cefn  Hirgoed  in  the  Penybont 
Area. 

For  general  fever  cases  the  Isolation  Hospital  near  Bridgend. 

For  Tuberculosis  the  Sanatoria  and  Tuberculosis  Hospital  of 
W.N.M.A  and  G.C.C. 

For  Maternity,  by  arrangement  with  the  Glamorgan  Public 
Assistance  Committee  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Ward 
of  the  Bridgend  Infirmary. 

For  Children,  none. 

General,  Cardiff  and  Bridgend. 

For  Orthopaedics,  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  which  requires  all  births  and 
still  births  occurring  in  the  area  after  the  28th  week  of  pregnancy 
to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  within  36  hours, 
forms  the  basis  of  health  visiting. 

The  number  of  births  and  still  births  is  in  the  ratio  of  16  to  1. 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  was  144,  including  9 still 
births. 

Midwives  notified,  142.  Doctors  notified,  2. 
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Work  of  the  Health  Visitor 

One  part-time  Health  Visitor  is  employed  by  the  Authority. 
Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Health  Visitor  : 

(1)  To  expectant  mothers — 

First  Visits  24 

Total  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  120 

(2)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age— 

First  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  90 

Total  Visits  ....  ....  537 

(3)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years — 

Total  Visits  1,264 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

(a)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the 

Council  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the 
Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  were  : — 

(1)  Under  one  year  of  age  ....  59 

(2)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  58 

(c)  Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year  and  who, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  were — 

(1)  Under  one  year  of  age ; ....  49 

(2)  Over  one  year  of  age  Ill 

/ 

Ante-Natal  Services 

(a)  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the 

Council  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  j 

(b)  Total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the  Clinic 

during  the  year  _ 63 

(c)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally 

examined,  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined 
during  the  year,  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Council  with  private  Medical  Practitioners,  ex- 
cluding cases  included  under  (b)  Nil 

Supply  of  Milk  and  Food 

Otherwise  than  under  the  National  Milk  Scheme  ....  Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

One  notification  was  received  during  the  year  1941. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

Actual  deaths — Porthcawl  : — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  .... 

(b)  From  other  causes 


Total 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  relating  to 
the  Public  Health,  in  force  in  the  District. 

Adoptive  Acts 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Porthcawl  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1914. 

Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  regard  to — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Pleasure  Boats  and  Vessels. 

Delegated  Powers 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Cinematograph  Act,  1909. 

Shops  Act,  1912-1936. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  Area  is  served  by  a constant  supply 
through  the  mains  of  the  Council’s  Waterworks. 

The  main  supply  of  soft  upland  water  is  brought  by  pipe  lines 
from  hills  nine  miles  distant,  to  a service  reservoir  situated  within 
the  Urban  Area,  where  it  is  treated  by  modern  mechanical  filters 
and  chloraminated  before  distribution. 

As  occasion  demands  the  main  supply  is  augmented  by  watei 
pumped  from  a Bore  Hole  at  Fynnon  Fawr. 
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Sufficiency  of  Supply 

No  curtailment  of  supplies  became  necessary  during  the  year. 


Steps  taken  to  guard  against  Contamination 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  the  gathering  grounds  and 
water  courses  feeding  the  reservoirs,  and  periodical  sampling  of  the 
various  sources  to  check  the  quality  of  supplies. 

Some  risk  of  pollution  still  exists  from  farm  premises  adjacent 
to  the  gathering  grounds  ; the  Council  are  giving  theis  matter 
their  earnest  attention  and  negotiations  now  proceeding,  between 
my  Authority  and  the  landowners  concerned,  should  result  in  a 
solution  to  this  problem. 


Quality  of  Supplies 

The  following  Table  of  Samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Public  Health  Laboratories  for  examination  and  reports,  indicate 
the  quality  of  the  supplies  : — 


No.  of 
Samples 

Satisfactory 

Moderate 

Purity 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Bacteriological 

Raw  Water  .... 

1 

1 

Treated  Water 

5 

4 

1 

Chemical 

Raw  Water  .... 

1 

1 

Treated  Water 

1 

1 

— 

- 

TOTAL  .... 

8 

6 

1 

1 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  major  portion  of  the  district  is  sewered  ; one  small  section 
has  a separate  arrangement  provided  for  surface  water  drainage, 
the  remainder  is  on  a combined  system. 

Drainage  of  the  Western  Section  gravitates  to  a sea  outfall, 
near  Iron  Gate  Point,  and  most  of  the  sewage  from  the  Eastern 
Area  gravitates  to  the  Station  on  New  Road  where  it  is  pumped  to 
the  sea  outlet  opposite  the  Red  House,  Newton. 

The  execution  of  works  for  improving  the  sewage  arrangements 
m the  Eastern  Section  have  been  postponed. 
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Cesspools 


The  number  of  cesspools  in  use  is  43.  There  is  one  Septic 
Tank  receiving  drainage  from  the  public  conveniences  at  Locks 
Common. 

These  cesspools  are  situated  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district 
and  the  necessary  extensions  of  sewers,  with  a view  to  connecting 
up  these  properties  is  not,  at  the  present  time,  considered  practicable. 

The  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  ; a 
modern  vehicle  is  used  for  this  purpose  and  every  care  is  taken  to 
minimise  any  nuisance  which  may  be  caused  by  these  operations. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Collection 

This  work  is  executed  by  the  Council  Staff  under  the  direction 
of  the  Surveyor.  Collections  are  made  from  the  business  centres 
and  hotels  daily,  and  from  the  remainder  of  the  town  twice  weekly. 
Modern  motor  vehicles  are  used  for  this  service,  which  is  satisfactory. 

Despite  the  frequency  of  collections,  complaints  about  the 
indiscrimate  ‘dumping'  of  refuse,  particularly  in  back  lanes,  are 
occasionally  made. 


Disposal 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping  in  a disused  quarry  situated 
near  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Urban  Area.  The  dumping 
fa  arranged  in  proper  layers,  the  refuse  being  levelled  off  and  top 
dressed  with  6 to  9 ins.  of  clean  sand,  soil  or  other  suitable  covering. 


Back  Lanes 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  back  lanes  of  the  District m 
as  clean  and  passable  a state  as  present  circumstances  will  allow 
Frequent  inspections  are  made  with  a view  to  preventing  eP°sl 
and  accumulations  of  refuse  therein  m such  a manner  as  to 
prejudicial  to  health. 


Roads  and  Streets 

They  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition  and 
drainage^  has  been  affected  by  the  provision  of  additional  surf  a 

water  gullies. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  were  as  follows  : — 


General  Sanitation 


Water  Supply  .... 
Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

~ . i Mechanical 

factories 


Non-Mechanical 
Bakehouses 
Public  Conveniences 
Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Rats  and  Mice  .... 

Schools 
Shops 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 


132 

457 

....  21 
....  14 

136 
....  15 

....  40 

14 

....  50 

....  27 

....  82 
....  42 

....  149 
....  37 

....  355 

....  494 


Housing 


Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  63 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  ....  ....  ....  121 

Under  the  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  ....  ....  43 

Overcrowding 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  ....  ....  ....  8 

Verminous  Premises 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  ....  ....  ....  42 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  23 


Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  184 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  136 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  visits  178 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Visits  to — 

Slaughterhouses , 

....  38 

Meat  Shops  ....  ....  ....  

263 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ....-  

....  109 

Cowsheds  ....  

146 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ....  

118 

Ice  Cream  Premises  

....  21 

Other  Visits  ....  ....  

45 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling — 

Milk — Bacteriological  .... 

39 

54 

17 

2 

3 
2 

1 

50 

4 


Milk — Tubercle  Bacilli  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Water — Bacteriological  ....  6 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ....  ....  4 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  Year 

Informal  ....  ....  ....  ....  

Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  following  Acts  : 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  .... 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  

Factory  Act,  1937 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ....  

Result  of  Service 

Nuisances  and  other  matters  dealt  with  satisfactorily 
Notices  not  complied  with 
Verbal  intimations  resulted  in  a considerable  amount  of  work 
being  executed  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

There  are  43  Factories  and  Workshops  distributed  throughout 
the  District.  They  are  classified  as  follows 
Engineering  Works  (Motor  Repairs,  etc.) 

Bakehouses 
Dressmakers 
Wheelwrights 
Shoemakers 
Blacksmiths 
Plumbers 

Timber  Merchants  and  Joiners 
Builders’  Workshops 
Sewage  Pumping  Stations 

Gas  Works  

Cycle  Repair  Shops 
Quarries 
Printers  .... 

Upholsterers  

Monumental  Works 
These  premises  have  been  visited  periodically,  and  improve- 
ments were  effected  in  cleanliness  and  sanitary  accommodation. 


8 

8 

1 

1 

8 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 
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Inspection  of  Factories 


Premises 

1 

Inspections 

2 

Number  of 
W ritten 
Notices 
3 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

4 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  .... 

. 29 

1 

— 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

40 

1 

— 

♦Other  premises  under  the  Act  (includ- 
ing works  of  building  and  engineering 
construction,  but  not  including  out- 
workers’ premises)  

TOTAL 

69 

2 

— 

♦Electrical  Stations  are  not  included  as  Factories. 


Defects  Found 


Particulars 

1 

Ni 

JMBER  OF  D 

EFECTS 

No.  of 
Offences 
in  respect 
to  which 
Prosecu- 
tions were 
Instituted 
5 

Found 

2 

Remedied 

3 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

4 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  .... 

Unreasonable  Temperature 



Inadequate  Ventilation 



Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 



Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Insufficient  . 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

*“ “ 

Not  separate  for  Sexes 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

11n  , N<*  inckldinS  offences  elating  to  Home  Work  or  offences 
tt  u,  tS-e  sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Factories  and  Workshops  (Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921 
and  re-enacted  m the  Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  193^  ’ 
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SHOPS 


355  visits  to  shops  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during 
the  year.  The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  at  various 
shops  in  the  Urban  Areas 

3 Water  Closets  repaired  and  cleansed. 

5 Premises— provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  temperature. 
2 Premises — defective  drainage  remedied. 

1 Premises — improved  ventilation  and  washing  facilities. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  was 
18.  These  premises  were  in  private  ownership — there  are  no 
Council  Houses  in  the  Area. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  in  5 of  these  cases  was  undertaken 
by  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  the  responsible  parties  had 
to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  this  work. 

In  other  instances  the  persons  concerned  were  advised  upon 
the  most  effective  methods  for  freeing  their  homes  and  belongings 
from  vermin. 

Spraying  with  insecticide  fluids,  followed  by  concentrations  of 
Sulphur  Dioxide  gas,  at  weekly  intervals  over  a period  of  three 
weeks,  are  the  chief  methods  employed  for  the  eradication  of  these 
pests. 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  PORTHCAWL  AREA 


Generally  speaking,  the  hygienic  conditions  in  the  Council 
Schools  are  satisfactory. 


School 

On 

Register 

A ccomm- 
odation 

Sanitary  Convenience 

Porthcawl  Newton  Council 

• 

School  (Senior  Dept.) 

345 

298 

12  Wash-down  W.C.’s,  1 
urinal  and  6 wash-hand 
basins. 

Porthcawl  Newton  Council 

School  (Infants  Dept.) 

127 

138 

7 Wash-down  W.C.’s,  1 
urinal  and  6 wash-hand 
basins. 

Porthcawl  Nottage  Council 

8 Wash-down  W.C.’s,  2 
urinals  and  7 wash-hand 
basins. 

School 

237 

217 

Central  Senior  Schools  .... 

336 

480 

.19  W.C.’s,  11  urinals,  22 
wash-hand  basins,  9 
baths . 

All  milk  supplied  to  the  scholars  attending  these  Schools  is 
“Pasteurised”  and  periodical  samples  collected  from  this  supply 
are  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 

Periodical  visits  were  made  throughout  the  year  to  piggeries, 
farm  buildings,  other  premises,  and  the  refuse  “dump”,  etc.,  and 
as  a result  of  the  action  taken  for  destroying  these  rodents,  a large 
number  of  dead  rats  were  accounted  for. 

The  Public  are  encouraged  to  seek  advice  by  enquiries  at  the 
Council  Offices,  and  advisory  leaflets  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  were  distributed  throughout  the  District. 

The  methods  employed  for  their  destruction  included  trapping, 
gassing,  poisoning,  ferreting,  and  shooting  ; the  most  effective  of 
these  methods  is  gassing  by  means  of  a.  “Clayton  Type  F.  Machine,” 
using  Sulphur  Dioxide  gas. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

The  work  in  connection  with  housing  is  mainly  directed  to  the 
maintenance  of  reasonable  conditions  of  repair. 

Unhealthy  Areas  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Number  of  FIouses  Owned  by  the  Local  Authority 

(1)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  ....  ....  ..  . ....  Nil 

(2)  Other  Powers  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  85 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  164 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Acts  92 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  43 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ....  .... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  7Q 
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Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices 

i 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  lit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ....  ....  ....  . ..  •••■  62 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ••••  Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil 


( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  Owners  

(, b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .... 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  N 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  N 
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(, d ) Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ....  ....  ••••  - ■•••  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ....  ..  ■•••  ••••  Nil 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES 

During  the  summer  months  a few  of  the  local  camping  sites 
were  occupied  by  campers. 

Number  of  occupied  structures  ....  ....  ....  ....  186 

Estimated  number  of  occupants  ....  ....  ....  930 

The  sanitary  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory. 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Urban  Area  ....  ....  18 

Number  of  Milch  Cows  kept  approximate  to  ....  ....  200 

Producers  of.  Graded  Milk  2 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  : 

(a)  Resident  12 

( b ) Non-resident  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Number  of  Dairy  Milkshops  4 


Several  of  these  purveyors  distribute  both  loose  and  bottled  milk. 
Three  retail  purveyors  hold  licences  for  the  sale  of  Graded  Milk  : 


Tuberculin  Tested  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Pasteurised  ....  " ....  ....  j 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  during  the  year  ....  ....  145 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ....  ....  118 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling  of  Milk  42 

Miscellaneous  visits  ....  ....  ....  in 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 


* 


The  reports  of  the  County  Bacteriologist  on  Samples  of  Milk 
submitted  for  examination  are  as  follows  : — 


Taken 

No.  of 
Samples 

No.  Satis- 
factory 

No.  of 
Moderate 
Bacterial 
Purity 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Designated  Milk. 

• 

By  Sanitary  Inspector 

20 

12 

2 

6 

Undesignated  Milk. 

f 

By  Sanitary  Inspector 

13 

7 

3 

3 

TOTALS  .... 

33 

19 

5 

9 

The  failure  to  achieve  good  results,  in  some  instances,  is  due 
to  lack  of  attention  to  the  important  points  of  detail  necessary  do 
be  observed.  Some  persons  are  careless,  and  others  have  not  had 
any  education  in  the  hygiene  of  the  subject,  with  the  result  that 
objectionable  conditions  are  often  found. 


Frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  cowsheds  in  the  area, 
during  milking  time,  and  although  steady  progress  has  been  made 
towards  improving  the  standard  of  our  milk  supply,  more  drastic 
action  may  have  to  be  taken  against  the  more  persistent  offenders. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  SHOPS 

The  number  of  licensed  Slaughterhouses  is  2. 

Number  of  Meat  Shops  in  the  Area 

Visits  paid  to  Slaughterhouses  

Visits  paid  to  Meat  Shops  and  Stalls  
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^ Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 


This  Act  provides  for  the  humane  and  scientific  slaughter  of 
animals  in  slaughterhouses  and  knackers’  yards,  and  for  the  licensing 
of  all  slaughtermen  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  number  of  licences  granted  by  the  Council  in  1941  was  2. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations 

Notices  of  intended  slaughter,  outside  the  regular  hours,  and 
which  must  be  delivered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  were  as  follows  : 

Three  hours’  notice  (Butchers)  ....  6 

Three  hours’ notice  (Cottagers)  ....  ....  ....  ....  H 

Notice  of  Disease ...  ....  . . Nil 

Notice  of  Emergency  Slaughter  1 

The  requirements  as  to  the  giving  of  notice  are  well  observed. 

Carcases  Inspected 

14  Bacon  Pigs  examined  during  the  year  were  all  found  to  be 
free  from  disease  and  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Regular  killing  and  dressing  of  carcases  at  the  local  slaughter- 
houses was  suspended  in  January,  1940,  and  temporarily  centralised 
at  the  Bridgend  Abbatoir. 

Food  Diseased,  Unsound,  or  Unwholesome 


The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 


Beef 

Bacon 


108  lbs. 
96  lbs. 
66  lbs. 
6 cwts 
12  lbs. 


Other  Meat  Foods  (Canned) 

Potatoes  

Cheese 


Various  Canned  and  Bottled  Goods 


33  containers 
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THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


* 


Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into  operation 
on  1st  October,  1939,  the  following  registrations  and  inspections 
were  made  in  the  period  now  under  review. 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted, 
Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Food 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  10 

Visits  paid  to  above  premises  45 

These  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  with  regard  to 
general  cleanliness  and  sanitation. 

The  number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  within  the  area  is  7,  and 
conditions  generally  are  satisfactory. 

Premises  used  for  the  Sale,  or  the  Manufacture  for  the  Purpose  of 
Sale  of  Ice  Cream,  or  the  Storage  of  Ice  Cream  intended  for  sale 

Number  of  premises  registered 38 

Visits  paid  to  above  premises  21 

The  condition  of  these  premises  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  undertaken  by  the 
Police  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council.  I am  indebted 
to  Police  Superintendent  W.  C.  May  for  the  following  particulars 
of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  the  yeai  . 

New  Milk  20 

Custard  Powder  j 

Beans  (dried) r 

Split  Peas  j 

Tapioca  ••••  i 

Vinegar  


There  were  no  prosecutions  arising  from  the  above  samples 


Total 


25 


Food  Poisoning 


Authority,  ai 
Efforts  were 
results. 


All  case: 
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Magisterial  Proceedings 


Nature  of  Offence 

Remarks 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1915 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

(a)  Article  6 (3). 

Carrying  on  the  trade  of  cowkeeper,  or  dairyman 
and  using  premises  as  a dairy  when  not  registered  in 
pursuance  of  this  Article 

Fined  £i 

Article  15. 

Person  engaged  in  the  milking  of  cows,  etc.,  failing 
to  keep  his  clothing  and  person  in  a clean  1}-  condition  .... 

Fined  £1 

Article  23  (2). 

Failure  to  cleanse  the  udder,  teats  and  flanks  of  each 
cow  before  milking  is  begun 

Fined  £i 

Article  23  (3). 

Hands  of  the  milker  not  washed,  kept  clean  and  free 
from  contamination 

Fined  £1 

Article  23  (4) 

Milking  stools  not  kept  thoroughly  clean 

Fined  £i 

• Article  23  (5). 

Failing  (as  soon  as  possible  after  milking)  to  remove 
the  milk  of  each  cow  from  the  cowshed  to  a suitable  milk- 
room  or  to  place  it  in  a covered  receptacle. 

Fined  £1 

(b)  Contraventions  of  Article  15 

„ ' 23  (2)  1"  I 

23  (3) 

23  (4)  

„ 23  (5)  

(c)  Contraventions  of  Article  23  (2) 

23  (3) 

» 23  (4)  ;;;; 

23  (5)  

£i 

£i 

£i 

£i 

£i 

£i 

£i 

£i 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 
Section  83. 

Filthy  and  verminous  premises 

1 

Fined  £2, 
& ordered 
to  abate 
the  nuis- 
ance in  7 
days 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 

Diphtheria 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  9,  as  compared  with  27  during 
1940,  and  6 during  1939.  No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  provided  free  to  Medical  Practitioners 
for  patients  residing  within  the  Urban  Area.  Quantities  are  kept 
at  the  Council  Offices  and  at  the  Medical  Officer’s  Residence,  and 
also  at  the  Police  Station  at  John  Street,  Newton  and  Nottage, 
where  it  may  be  procured  immediately  at  any  hour. 

Artificial  Immunisation 

Artificial  Immunisation  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the  year 
when  722  were  immunised  and  153  were  inoculated  but  had  not 
completed  the  course. 

The  scheme  commenced  in  March,  1941,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  applications  were  being  received  in  a steady  flow  from  parents 
who  have  realized  the  value  of  this  protection. 

All  parents  should  know  by  now  of  this  preventative  measure 
against  Diphtheria,  and  they  should  realize  that  if  their  children  do 
develop  the  disease  it  is  due  to  their  apathy  and  negligence  that  it 
has  happened. 

About  25%  of  the  native  children  under  five,  and  approximately 
65%  of  the  school  children  have  been  immunised  since  the  scheme 
commenced. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  only  5 of  whom 
were  removed  to  hospital ; the  other  cases  were  isolated  and  treated 
at  home.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Pneumonia 

♦ 

All  forms  of  Pneumonia  are  not  notifiable.  Four  cases  of 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  2 cases  of  Broncho  Pneumonia  were 
notified  to  me  during  1941. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  The  patient  was 
removed  to  Hospital  and  recovered. 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

Three  cases  were  reported  and  removed  to  hospital. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

Two  cases  were  notified.  The  patients,  aged  11  months  and 
3 years  respectively,  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  after  discharge 
have  been  undergoing  orthopaedic  treatment. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 

There  were  93  cases  of  Measles  and  10  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Tuberculosis 

Notification  of  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Non-Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Totals 
M.  F. 

Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Non-Pul - 
manary 

M.  F. 

Totals 

M.  F. 

0—  1 

• 

1—  5 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5—10 

— 

— 

2 

i 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

10—15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

— 

2 

— r 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20—25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

25—35 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

35—45 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

d 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45—65 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  & up 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

8 

6 

4 

3 

12 

9 

2, 

4 

1 

2 

3 

6 

The  number  of  new  cases  coming  to  my  knowledge  was  21, 
giving  a rate  of  2‘04  new  cases  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population. 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  : — 

Pulmonary  Forms  ....  0585 

Other  Forms  ....  ....  0'292 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1941 
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* Carrier. 


Deaths  from  Cancer,  1941 
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— i | (N  — 1 | j | | -rt  (N  | -rt  | -rt 

05 

AGE  GROUPS 

65  Up 

to 

1 ‘I  1 1 1 1 - 1 

S 

1 M 1 1 1 1 IMI  1 M 

CO 

45-65 

to 

M'"  1 1 1 1 1 1 1-  1 II 

£ 

^ I—  1 1 1 I — ir  II 

25-45 

to 

Mill  -rt;i  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

tH 

s 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

lO 

'T'l 

to 

l i ll  l l l l M il  i l 

1 

in 

rH 

s' 

1 1 1 1 1!  1 l.l  1 II  1 1 

I- 

0-15 

to 

1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 

1 

Organ  or  Part  Affected 

Colon 

Stomach 

Lung  

Oesophagus 

Uterus 

Breast 

Body  of  Pancreas 

Venhicule 

Gall  Bladder  .... 

Larynx 

Ovaries  .... 

Frontal 

Parotid 

Rectum 

TOTALS 
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There  are  no  facilities  provided  within  the  Area  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Cancer. 
The  nearest  voluntary  hospitals  are  situated  at  Cardiff. 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1941. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

126  County 
Boro’s  and, 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(. Resident 

London 

and 

Great 

Populations 

A dminis 

Wales 

Towns 

25,000  to 

trative 

including 

50,000  at 

County 

London 

1931  Census ) 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 


Live  Births  ... 

14-2* 

14-7 

16-4 

8-9 

Still  Births 

0'51* 

0-58 

0-60 

0-33 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  .... 

12-9* 

14-9 

13-0 

16-3 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oi 

Scarlet  Fever  , .... 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oi 

o-oo 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

O'Ofi 

0-07 

0 06 

0 04 

Diphtheria  .... 

0'07 

0-08 

0-06 

0-03 

Influenza 

019 

0-17 

0-02 

0T5 

Smallpox  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0-03 

0 03 

0 03 

• 

0 02 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  .... 

59 

71 

56 

68 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2 yrs.  of  age 

5-1 

7-5 

4-6 

6’8 

Notifications — 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-03 

0-02 

0 03 

0 ’04 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0-09 

0-12 

0 09 

0 05 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0-25 

0-31 

0-20 

O’ 30 

Scarlet  Fever  

L47 

1 49 

1 -51 

1'01 

Whooping  Cough 

439 

4 37 

4-50 

3 '50 

Diphtheria  .... 

L25 

1 53 

1*19 

0'93 

Erysipelas  .... 

0-30 

0-36 

0-27 

0’50 

Smallpox  .... 
Measles 

1033 

8-27 

10-47 

4-77 

Pneumonia 

1-25 

1-53 

104 

1-07 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  { Live  and  Still) 

Maternal  Mortality  (excluding 

Abortion) — Puerperal  In- 

fection  (No.  147)  .... 

0’48 

1 

Others 

1-75 

} Not  avail 

able 

Total 

2-23 

) 

Notifications — 

( 2-29 

Puerperal  Fever  1 

11-91 

15-64 

9 43 

\ 19'33§ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ....  1 

* These  rates  are  those  published  in  the  Quarterly  Return. 


§ Including  Puerperal  Fever. 
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